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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 22, 2023, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 21, 2023, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1784

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Cooney, on
page 26 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 488, Senate Print 4742, and | ask
that the said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
we're going to take up previously adopted
Resol ution 542, by Senator Ranps, and read its
title and recogni ze Senator Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
542, by Senator Ranpbs, conmenorating the

112t h Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st
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Factory Fire on March 25, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| know many of you al ready know ny
story. Both of ny parents were undocunented
immgrants from Colonbia. MW father was a
printing pressman, and ny nother was an
undocunent ed seanstress.

To nmy famly, the history of the
Jewi sh, Italian and Irish imm grants who cane to
New York at the start of the 20th century is nuch
nore than just in textbooks, it's actually our
story too.

Qur city, our state, and this entire
country were built by workers, both enslaved
people and imrigrants. It's a story with sone
dark chapters. And one of the nost painful parts
of that American history canme on March 25, 1911
when a fire raged at the Triangle Shirtwai st
Factory in Manhattan. One hundred forty-six of
the nostly Jewish and Italian immgrants who
wor ked at the factory died that day. Most of

them were i mm grant wonen. They were
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seanstresses just |ike ny mam.

Those workers didn't have to die.
They were trapped in the flanes because bosses
had padl ocked the doors to keep union organizers
out. There was no way to put the fire out
because water buckets were |left enpty. The
factory owners had clainmed their building was
fireproof when clearly it wasn't.

Wrst of all, the owners all owed
only one exit. They said this was to prevent
stealing. Those owners were valuing their
nmer chandi se and fabric scraps nmuch nore than
t heir workers.

Survivors were haunted for decades
by nenories of people junping out of the w ndows
and sl amm ng agai nst the | ocked doors.
Firefighters who showed up to battle the bl aze
were crying in the streets. At the tinme, |adders
weren't | ong enough to reach the factory fl oor.

This fire destroyed dreanms and new
famlies, and the people behind it weren't
puni shed. The factory owners were acquitted in a
quick trial after the blaze. Two years |ater,
they were at it again and fined for | ocking doors

at another factory. Tine and tine again, these
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busi nessnmen showed that they don't val ue human
life over their own profits.

But this tragedy wasn't all for
nothing. In the wake of the awful fire, unions
wor ked together with the people in this very sane
roomto press for neaningful reforns that hel ped
make wor kpl aces safer. It was this body that
del i vered sone nmeasure of accountability after
that tragic fire. Qur predecessors knew that we
have the power to give workers and famlies a
better life. They showed that when bi g business
won't stand up for the people, we can do the
right thing.

So today, 112 years later, working
together with the unions, | ask that we pause,
take a nonment, and honor the tragedy of those
| ost workers. Over a century after the tragedy
at Triangle Shirtwai st Factory, sweatshops are
now Amazon war ehouses and construction sites
where fatalities are up nearly 50 percent in
New York City. And yet, after record inflation
wages are down.

That dark day shows us why we can
never forget the sacrifices our inm grant

famlies made to build our state, and we can't
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j ust

remenber and mark the nonent with

resolutions. The American dream started with the

wor ki ng people, and it's up to us finally to make

t hat

you,

dreama reality.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
Senat or .

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we now nove on to previously

adopt ed Resol ution 502, by Senator Tedisco, read

its title, and recogni ze Senator Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Sorry.

Resol ution 542, by Senator Ranps, was previously

adopted on 3/ 15.

502,

The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

by Senator Tedi sco, conmenorating the

50t h Anni versary of the Beagle School of

Sar at oga Springs, New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues,
the 44th State Senate District is blessed to have
many fine and outstandi ng academ c institutions
for children of all ages, and one of those is the
Beagl e School in the Cty of Saratoga Springs,
who are here today and celebrating their
50th anniversary this year.

The Beagl e School is a private
preschool for children aged 2, 3 and 4 years, and
they follow the "Creative Curriculum phil osophy,
an unwavering belief that children this age |earn
best when they are | earning through play.

Their prograns include Little
Expl orers, a program for 2-year-olds; Voyagers, a
program for 3-year-olds; and D scoverers and
Beyond Beagl e, a program for 4-year-ol ds.

As a former educator, | can assure
you m | estones such as this one never occur
wi t hout out standi ng | eadershi p and supportive
parents, and we're fortunate to be joined by them
today. |1'd like to introduce themto you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Their director is here, Jessica
Todt enhagen; Board President Jennifer Tayl or;

Teacher Anna Querrard; Board Menber Audrey Moore
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and her daughter Aislynn, who is a student also;
parent Mary English and her two sons, Freddy and
Ceorge, both of whomare current students; alumi
Patrick Ladd and al umi parent Deirdre Ladd.

Madam Presi dent, | would ask you
with nmy coll eagues, to join ne in saluting them
t hanki ng them and congratul ating them on
50 years of outstandi ng educational devel opnent.

We know, nyself as a previous
educat or and some of those in the room when you
start out early and give that foundation,
especially for young peopl e who have
chal l enges -- you can't go back and repair that
type of thing or that type of devel opnent. So we
thank themfor giving a great start to our young
children and, into the future, giving themthe
gift of a trenmendous foundation.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 9th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The sponsors
woul d i ke to open these resolutions for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open to cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Cooney for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cooney for an introduction.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mvery proud to wel cone nenbers of
the Greater Rochester Chanmber of Conmerce, who
are in Al bany today advocating on a w de variety
of issues related to econom c growh and
prosperity in upstate New York

The Rochester Chanber is led by CEO
and fornmer Lieutenant Governor Bob Duffy, and

it's the voice of business for the Finger Lakes
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region, representing 1300 nmenber organi zati ons.
They were recently reaccredited by the U S
Chanber of Conmerce as a Five-Star Chanber, which
is a highest level of distinction bestowed to a
chanber of commerce, and held by fewer than

2 percent of chanbers nationally.

| hope that we can wel cone these
guests, including Goodwi Il of the Finger Lakes,
Pittsford Vol unteer Anbul ance, Fl eet Feet
Rochester, Info Advantage, Linton Crystal, and
Bucki ngham Properti es.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
186, Senate Print 440, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby to explain his vote.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just wanted to take a nonent to
t hank the sponsor for bringing this bill to the
fl oor and share a few remarks regardi ng two of
t he Tuskegee Airmen fromour state, Herbert and
Ri chard Thor pe.

Ri chard unfortunately was killed in
a training accident in 1945, but his brother
Herbert just turned 100 this past January. He
trained as a pilot, a navigator and a bonbardi er.
For anybody who's in aviation, that's a

remar kabl e, remar kabl e achi evenent. And when he
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returned hone, he hel ped devel op our nodern air
traffic control system

So | want to thank the sponsor for
bringing this and thank the Thorpe brothers for
their lasting contributions to our country.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you. Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise in strong support of this
bill, and | thank ny coll eague Senat or Skoufis
for bringing this bill designating the fourth
Thursday in March as Tuskegee Airnmen
Commenor at i on Day.

There is a strong and proud
connecti on between Harlem and the
Tuskegee Airnen, nmany of whom called Harl em hone,
such as Dabney Mont gonery.

A PFCin Wrld War 11, Montgomnery
was honorably discharged fromthe U 'S. Arnmy with
a Good Conduct Medal, World War |1 Victory Medal,
Honor abl e Service Medal, Driver and Mechanic

Medal , and two Bronze Star Medal s.
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He went on to serve as Dr. Martin
Lut her King's bodyguard and was an ardent
activist inthe Cvil R ghts Mowvenent. He was
known to have said: "Wwen the |aws of the state
conflict with the conscience of man, then the
| aws of the state nust be peaceably broken."

We nanmed a portion of a street in
Harl em after him due to his amazing and
inspiring life of service. He lived to 93. He
served our comunity on the Community Board and
in many ot her places, and I'm proud to have known
hi m

Al so, WIfred DeFour, who served as
a chief official in the airnen' s engineering
of fice and then worked 33 years for the U S.
Postal Service while attending Gty Coll ege and
NYU s School of Commerce.

He also lived in Harlem He |ived
to be 100 years ol d.

Regi nal d Brewster, who noted how
much better he was treated in Europe than in the
United States. After the war, Brewster went to
For dham Uni versity to study government and math,
and eventually got his Juris Doctorate from

Fordham and practiced |aw until he was 90.
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It is a proud day for Harlem as we
pass this bill and renmenber those who contri buted
so nmuch to Harlem to our city, to our state, to
the country and to the world.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank our coll eague
Senat or Skoufis for introducing this bill, and I
rise to explain ny vote. | amhonored to stand
here before you today to explain why this
| egislation, this designation, this fornmal
designation is inportant, recognizing the fourth
Thursday in March as Tuskegee Airnmen
Commenoration Day here in New York

It is inmportant that we take these
nmonments to recogni ze the rich | egacy that we have
right here in this chanber. And so we gat her
here to pay tribute to the brave nen who
shattered racial barriers inthe US mlitary
and beyond, and paved the way for future

generati ons.
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Anmong t hose courageous i ndividuals |
want to take this tinme and say the nane of a
remar kabl e Tuskegee Airman and native |thacan
whose contributions to this noble cause shoul d
never be forgotten. And his nane was Verdelle
Louis Payne. |'mjust going to give you a quick
little piece about M. Payne.

He was born on Cctober 1, 1919, and
lived on Cascadilla Street in Ithaca. He grew up
in a wrld where segregation and di scrimnation
were ranpant, but he refused to be |imted by
t hose societal constraints.

M. Payne was one of the first Black
licensed pilots fromupstate New York. [In 1943,
M. Payne joined the Tuskegee Airnen, where he
earned the rank of flight officer, serving in the
US. Arny Air Force's 99th Fighter Squadron
during World War I1.

Despite facing discrimnation and
skepticismfromsonme of their fell ow servicenen
t hese Tuskegee Airmen proved their bravery and
skill in the skies, conpleting over 15,000
m ssi ons and earning countl ess commendati ons for
t heir dedi cated service.

There's a marker in the district at
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212 Cascadilla Street that is the birthplace of
both not only Verdelle Louis Payne, but also
Roots author Alex Haley. And so recogni zing
M. Payne's contributions, it also serves as a
rem nder that we have a | ong way to go.

And so | hope that in taking this
time to recognize this inportant day that may we,
all of us here in this chanber, conmt every day
to advancing and lifting up their |egacy by
continuing to advance policies and practices that
are rooted in justice, human dignity, and
respect.

| vote aye, and | encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to also congratul ate and
t hank Senat or Skoufis for putting this resolution
forward to comrenorate the fourth Thursday of the
nmont h as Tuskegee Airnmen Day.

| was honored to have cosponsored a
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bill, back when | was in the Cty Council in
2013, to name a portion of South Road in ny
district as Tuskegee Airmen Way to honor the nmany
Tuskegee Airnen that lived in Queens and cane
back after the war and truly created the
opportunity for so many of us to exist in peace
and harnony in Queens.

They canme back after the war to face
prejudice, to face, if you look at articles about
what happened i n Rosedal e, burning crosses when
they first purchased hones -- to becom ng the
first people to start civic associations, to
integrate PTAs, to do the things necessary so
that there could be a positive quality of life
for residents, mnority residents, in
Sout heast Queens.

The Tuskegee Airmen never stopped
serving, never stopped believing in conmunity,
never stop believing in building, and never
stopped believing in creating opportunities to
bri ng ot her people al ong the way.

Those pilots, those ground crew and
personnel who were at first not even pernmitted to
serve in conbat roles, becane people that were

capabl e of operating and naintaining and flying
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hi gh- performance fighter planes. Proving their
nettl e, they becanme escorts anong bonber crews
and feared opponents anong Germany's Luftwaffe,
who truly lost to themevery tinme they cane
agai nst them

They fought with honor and bravery,
overcom ng adversity in service to a country that
once thought themto be incapable of flying. W
were able to create this opportunity to nanme a
part of South Jamaica in honoring themfor their
rol e and doi ng everything that they've done for
this country.

| want to just also take a nonment to
acknow edge certain Tuskegee Airnen that served
in a positive way throughout our entire country,
i ncl udi ng Roscoe Brown, MIldred Carter,

Benjam n Davis and Harold Brown, who | had the
honor of neeting many times during my tine in
servi ce.

So | just wanted to take the
opportunity that we should all acknow edge the
opportunities that the Tuskegee Airnmen have
brought to our country.

And t hank you, Senator Skoufis, for

i ntroducing this resolution.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. Senator Conrie to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, let ne start by
t hanki ng our col |l eague Senat or Skoufis for
bringing this bill to the floor today.

| want to thank Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for her |eadership in
hel ping to nove this bill through the process.

| stand to sinply honor those
cour ageous heroes, the Tuskegee Airnmen, as we
pass this bill, conmenorating what will be this
day, the fourth Thursday in March, as Tuskegee
Ai rmen Comrenor ati on Day.

It is a wonderful thing to nanme a
day and to recognize themin perpetuity here in
the State of New York. W owe them so nuch nore.
They gave everything they had, and nmany made the
ultimate sacrifice in the fight for a country
that they loved that in many ways did not |ove
t hem back

And that was the Tuskegee Airnen,
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heroes that went up into the sky, if you think
about that, in those nmachines, in the 1940s.

It's a scary thought. But they did it for |ove
of the country and | ove of conmunity. And you

t hi nk about those courageous Bl ack Anericans that
overcame so nuch to get into those flying

machi nes, standi ng on the shoul ders of their

fell ow African-Americans that fought in every
single war in American history dating back to the
inception of this country. W have to renmenber

t hat as New Yorkers. W have to renmenber that as
Aneri cans.

And, you know, | often tell the
story that our great Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins tells about her own father, who
went off to war and came home and didn't even
qualify for the G Bill.

Well, that was the Tuskegee Airnen
too, who, as ny great fellow coll eague
Chai rman Conrie stated, came hone to burning
crosses on the front | awn and hangi ngs and
I ynchi ngs and despi cabl e segregati on and
despi cabl e discrimnation and horrific racism
that we still have to fight against today.

But we're rem nded of the grace and
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the beauty and the |l ove of this great country by
t hose heroes |ike the Tuskegee Airnen that went
up into the sky. Just a few of which I had the
i ncredi ble honor -- that I'lIl never forget -- to
nmeet back in 2008 at the inauguration of the
first African-Anerican president, Barack Cbama.
After which the crowmd, the masses that were
formed that day, were leaving the plaza and the
Washi ngton Capitol, and you heard a whistle

bl owi ng, loud and clear: "Make way, the Tuskegee
Airmen are com ng through.”

And everybody spread and noved out
of the way for these heroes to cone through that
day. And it was one of those nonents that | wll
never forget. Just to be in their presence, just
to see these heroes conme through and think about
t he honor that they had that day, having faced
the discrimnation in this country, but they
fought for this country, to see their greatest
dream cone true: An African-Anmerican | eader of
our great nation, Barack Cbama.

So again, it's with tremendous honor
that I stand and recogni ze the Tuskegee Airnen as
we pass this bill. Again, thank you to

Senat or Skoufis and Leader Stewart-Cousins for
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bringing this to the floor. Hopefully we can get
this through and ultinmately signed into | aw and
forever recogni ze those heroes that cane before
us.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Skoufis, for
introducing this really inportant bill.

As a juxtaposition, once upon a tine
there was sonething called the Tuskegee
Experinment, right, when they literally
experimented on bl ack peopl e because they thought
we were subhuman. And they gave us certain
di seases because they wanted to see how t hat
pl ayed out in tine. So they used to experinment
on us.

But one of the greatest experinents
that clearly worked was these Bl ack airnen, the
Tuskegee Airnen, that proved that we were not

inferior, that we were not subhuman, that we were
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not undeserving -- that, in fact, we would rise
to the occasion, not just in the sky as pilots,
but we would rise to the occasion in this great
country.

And | can tell you that grow ng up
and just hearing the story and the | egend of the
Tuskegee Airnen -- and when the novie canme out
about the Tuskegee Airnmen, as a kid I was
exci t ed.

But speaking to ny aunts and uncl es
and ny dad and ny nom when the story of the
Tuskegee Airnen first came out in the fifties and
si xties and seventies when they were grow ng up,
it was nothing short of remarkable for them
Because they got to see people that |ooked like
t hem doi ng things that were never done before --
not because the folks didn't want to do it, and
not because they couldn't do it, because they
were prevented from doi ng so.

And so I"'mjust eternally gratefu
that this day, that Tuskegee Ai rnen Conmenoration
Day, is something that some kid in this great
State of New York is going to see one day,
they're going to read sonething about it, and

then they're going to understand that the
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possible is within them because of the great
airmen that blazed the trail for us.

| vote aye, Madam President.

And t hank you for introducing this
bill, Senator Skoufis.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Giffo to explain his vote.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, we've tal ked about the
| egendary nature of these individuals and the
honor that we have to be in their presence. And
| want to thank the sponsor and all ny coll eagues
today for calling attention to this.

|"mvery fortunate, as you heard
Senat or Ashby before tal k about M. Herbert
Thorpe. He is a resident in ny district, a
remar kabl e and exceptional individual who all of
us together this year celebrated on his
100t h birthday in January when we passed a
resolution to recognize himand | had the fortune
of nomi nating and placing himinto our Senate
Veterans Hal |l of Fane.

Just an extraordi nary individual
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who's had an extraordinary life, who grew up in
Br ookl yn, started in Brooklyn, and then cane to
work for the Air Force Research Lab after his
service. So he continued not only in that -- as
a living | egend, but as someone who contri buted
to our nation but then canme back and conti nued
that service in a civilian role, but also in so
many -- in a variety of different ways to serve
our community and to nmake a difference in our
comunity.

So we are fortunate that when he
took the job, he renmained in the community and
raised his famly there. And he has had just an
extraordi nary influence.

So |'"mproud today that we can stil
talk to himand have the opportunity to |l earn
fromhis experiences and to hear the stories that
he recounts. Just a hunble man and an
extraordi nary nan.

So | pay tribute again to all of
t hose who served, but particularly to M. Herbert
Thor pe, who cel ebrated his 100th birthday just a
coupl e of nonths ago and is doing well. So God
bl ess him and thank you all very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Giffo to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, the Tuskegee Airnen are
actually all across New York State, and | want to
speak of one in particular, in Jamestown.

John Phillip Elias was born in
Janest own, New York. He was the son of John Q
Elias and Louise Mtchell Elias. He attended
Love School and Janestown High School. He was
drafted into the U S. Arnmy Air Corps in 1943. He
becanme a Tuskegee Airman and served in Italy and
the Pacific Theater during World War |1 as a
mechani ¢ and a flyer of the P-51s, the fanous
iconic P-51s, the P-51 Mustang fighter.

He earned numerous awards and
nmedal s, and after a |ong career and dangerous
mssions in Wrld War 11, he went back to a ful
life in Jamest own.

My only regret is that this is
believe the third or fourth year in a row now
where we have brought this bill forth and sonmehow

it has not noved into the other house and been
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signed by the Governor, which | think is tragic.
So while we still have many alive that we can
still honor, every year that goes by,
unfortunately we will | ose nore.

So it's ny hope, as I'msure it's
the hope of this entire chanber, that this wll
finally nove forward and finally be recognized

officially, the brave service of the

Tuskegee Airnen, particularly those from New York

St at e.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very mnuch,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank all ny
col | eagues who have spoken so el oquently and
captured why this bill is -- this conmenoration
i's inportant.

And we sonetines |liberally use the
word "hero." There are fewer than -- just fewer
than a thousand Tuskegee Airnen. W're not
tal ki ng thousands or tens of thousands. There

were fewer than 1,000 Tuskegee Airnmen. And in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1810

general society, of course, we all know -- and as
Senat or Kennedy renarked, even to this day Bl ack
Ameri cans were heinously discrimnated against.

But these Tuskegee Airnen, while
serving, were discrimnated agai nst and harassed
and abused. While serving to protect this
country. Wile serving to protect the very
peopl e who were discrimnating agai nst them
These were, in every sense of the word, heroes.

And Senator Borrello has | think
spoken on this bill each of the last three or
four times it has come up in this chanber, and |
want to thank him It is a shane that we're
still here needing to debate this and remark on
this, and it's not signed into | aw yet.

There are, with every year that
passes, fewer and fewer Tuskegee Airnen that are
still with us. There are fewer than 10 left. O
t he al nost 1,000, fewer than 10 left. One
estimate | saw fromthis year had the nunber at
three left.

A nunber of Tuskegee Airnen settled
around West Point in Orange County, and that's
how I've grown to really develop this affinity

for this group. |[I've nmet, while they were alive
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a nunber of years ago, net a nunber of them

It would be a shane if that nunber

drops to zero and we're still talking about this
commenoration. It would be wonderful if we can
get this done while there are still a small

handful of Tuskegee Airnen with us.

And so Senator Borrello, every year
he's spoken, has inplored the other house to
finally nove this bill. 1 join himand really
inmplore the Assenbly to finally nove this bill
while there are still three Tuskegee Airnen with
us. And let's commenorate themand all those who
have left us to date.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
188, Senate Print 1181, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| really enjoyed the prior
di scussion and comrents fromall coll eagues about
t he heroes, the Tuskegee Airnen. And this bil
commenor at es anot her group of American heroes, a
very snmall band of Anericans who have changed the
course of American history; those are the |ess
t han 4, 000 Americans who have won the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor.

This started back during the
Cvil war, and these are Anericans who are
ordi nary Anericans who did extraordinary things,
changed the outconmes of battles and changed the
out cones of history.

And so there is a National Day of

Commenoration, and this body sone years ago did
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pass a day, National Medal of Honor Day, which
concur with the spirit of, but it was not aligned
with the national holiday. And so a nunber of
vet erans groups have conme to us and asked us to
align the two.

And so in the spirit of honoring
Ameri can heroes here today, on this bill I wll
be voting aye and encourage col |l eagues to as
wel | .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
231, Senate Print 1851, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, to explain my vote.

First I want to thank the sponsor.
We had a conversation before the bill came up

This is an inportant issue that is
affecting ratepayers in different parts of the
state but, interestingly enough, in different
ways.

So | thank the sponsor. This is an
important bill, of bringing some clarity to the
billing issue.

But on the issue of smart neters, in
our conversation | found it very interesting that
in Senator H nchey's area the ratepayers are
hearing one story -- that it would cost too much
or raise your rates to install the snart
neters -- whereas on Long Island we're getting
calls fromour custonmers and ratepayers who are
saying, Well, they're pushing this on us because
they say it will drop our rates. But yet they're
al so penalizing those that decide they don't want

to have the smart neters install ed.
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So in addition to the billing issue
and the nonthly and the estimations that are
bei ng done and really nessing up the billing
i ssue, we also have the issue of the smart
neters.

So as we address this today, this is
very inportant. | hope we'll continue the
conversation regarding the smart nmeters and
installation and the penalties that are being
i nposed on the ratepayers.

So | thank the sponsor for this
bill, and | support it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | appreciate ny coll eague's
coments on this bill.

There is a lot of work to be done
still inthe utility space, and that's sonething
| know that everyone in this body is conmtted
to. And | wanted to give credit too to

Senat or Par ker, who has done a |ot of work and
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continues to |lead the way.

This bill is a really inportant
bill, as a nunmber of years ago the PSC told our
utility conpani es across the state that they had
to send their custoners a bill every nonth, so
t hat way people could actually budget and pl an
and make sure that while paying for this utility,
paying for their heat, they could al so manage the
rest of their finances and their |ife, as opposed
to having a bill every other nonth.

And what sone utility conpanies did
was instead of actually reading the neters every
nmont h, as was expected in that decision by the

PSC, they inplenented sonething called estimated

billing, which then would provi de soneone an
accurate bill one nonth and a quote, unquote,
estimated bill the next nonth.

And what we have found is that
estimated bill often is not actually estimted on
any fact. People were getting bills that were
astronom cal |l y higher than they owed, and their
accounts were being overdrafted. They never
actually owed the anount of noney they were being
billed. And even though they may get a credit

back |l ater on, it doesn't change the fact that
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t hey cannot afford that bill today.

And so what we have done -- and
want to commend many people in nmy comunity,
especially in Uster County and specifically
Tyrone W1 son, the human rights comm ssioner, for
bringing this issue to our attention |last sumer.

What this bill does is it elimnates
the practice of estimated billing and actually
now requires our utilities to provide accurate
nmet er readi ngs and accurate bills every nonth so
t hat people can actually only pay what they owe.
Sonmet hing pretty sinple, but sonething that is
profoundly inportant to people across the state
and especially in our comunity.

And so while we will continue to
review the practices and the policies of many of
our utility conpanies to ensure that people are
not bei ng overcharged and that we are actually
provi ding themthe service that they deserve,
this is an inportant step forward, and | thank ny
col | eagues for the support on this bill.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
302, Senate Print 1180, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend Chapter 668 of the Laws of 1977.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
480, Senate Print 4435, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Insurance Law and the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
502, Senate Print 4597, by Senator Martinez,
Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly
proposi ng an anendnent to Section 5 of Article 8
of the Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll on the resol ution.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
505, Senate Print 1522, by Senator Persaud, an
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act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| first want to thank you
Madam President, for bringing this bill to
Wnmen's Issues. As the chair of that committee
here in the Senate, | was proud to nove this
| egi sl ation through our commttee to allowit to
cone before the full Senate for consideration

This | egislations builds upon
actions we have taken here in New York to address
nmenstrual equity by breaking down barriers and
stigmas regardi ng nenstruation, which is a
nat ural process wi thin our reproductive system

Menstruation is a heal thy biol ogical

process and it is not shaneful or dirty. W no
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| onger tax nmenstrual products. W have nade them
free in public schools, correctional facilities,
and honel ess shelters because nmenstruating peopl e
shoul d not have to worry about whether or not
they can afford products to nanage their periods.
And yes, |'msaying the word "period."

This bill will further advance
nmenstrual equity by renoving ternms fromour |aws
that perpetuate the stigma. W all know that
words are powerful, and words |ike "fem nine
hygi ene" and "sanitary products” that have been
used for years to describe nenstrual products,
inplies that one's period is shameful rather than
a healthy and normal action of the human body.

No one shoul d feel enbarrassed by
their body, and this bill further renoves the
stigma. And again, | want to comrenorate and
extend ny appreciation to Senator Persaud for
bringing this bill to the floor.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 505, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Lanza, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
510, Senate Print 4886, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 510, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Giffo,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
516, Senate Print 5036, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 516, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Lanza and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
517, Senate Print 1398, by Senator Liu, an act to
anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 517, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Giffo,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
526, Senate Print 5399, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 526, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo, Hel mng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Weber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, March 27th, at 3:00 p.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 27th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being

| egi sl ati ve days.
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(Wher eupon, at 12:01 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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